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The Sticky Wicket 
Paradigm 
Preserving Digital Humanities for the Foreseeable Future 
 
 
Five Facets 
Content, Context and Authenticity in Digital 
Humanities Works and Collections 
Life Cycles, Definitions, and Decisions of Digital 
Humanities Preservation 
Strategies, Tools, and Resources to Explore  
Embracing Risk, Redundancy and Community 
First Steps to Take…  
Three Unofficial Themes  
Cricket 
Robert Frost 
Sheldon Cooper 

Content, Context and 
Authenticity in Digital 
Humanities Works and 
Collections 
“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood…” 
Robert Frost 
Preservation-wise, 
how do we 
approach… 
Digital Texts? 
Digital Artwork 
and Time-based 
Media? 




Life Cycles, Definitions, and 
Decisions of Digital Humanities 
Preservation 
 Preservation is the creation of digital products worth 
maintaining over time. 
Paul Conway 




Taking on a “Digital Mortgage?” 
 
“Each organization must budget to transfer old files to new formats as 
software and hardware change and electronic media reach the end of 
their relatively short life expectancies…also a digital infrastructure 
including staff, contracts, equipment, and software” 
 
 
What will you keep? 
Why is it valuable to you? 
How can you “keep” it? 
 
 
 
Puglia, Lowry & Troll; Marcum in Vogt. Handbook for Digital Projects:  
A Management Tool for Preservation and Access. URL: http://www.nedcc.org/resources/digitalhandbook/dman.pdf  
5 Organizational Stages of Digital 
Preservation 
1. Acknowledge: understanding that digital preservation is a 
local concern  
2. Act: initiating digital preservation projects 
3. Consolidate: segueing from projects to programs  
4. Institutionalize: incorporating the larger environment 
and rationalizing programs  
5. Externalize: embracing inter-institutional collaboration 
and dependency  
 
Anne Kenney— Cornell Study on Institutional Readiness, 2003-2005 
Strategies, Tools, and Resources 
to Explore  




Five “–ities” of  
Permanent Digital Objects 
Sustainability 
The digital object can be maintained and accessed over time  
Authenticity 
Digital object is reliably true to the original 
Scalability 
Processes and procedures used to capture and manage the digital objects are 
applicable no matter what the size of the project 
Interoperability 
The ability of one standards-based object to be used in any other standards-
based system  
Reusability 
Objects can be used in ways not related to original purpose 
 
 




DH Content Brings Its Own Metadata Needs 
Metadata is often specific to a community, a content type, a 
format, or an audience. 
 
Seeing Standards: A Visualization of the Metadata Universe,  Jenn Riley. 

Principles of GOOD Digital Initiatives 
A good digital initiative (a.k.a. project, program)…  
has a substantial design and planning component. 
has an appropriate level of staffing with necessary 
expertise to achieve its objectives. 
follows best practices for project management. 
has an evaluation component. 
markets itself and broadly disseminates information 
about the initiative's process and outcomes. 
considers the entire lifecycle of the digital collection and 
associated services. 
A Framework of Guidance for Building Good Digital Collections, NISO. 
Principles of GOOD Digital Initiatives 
A good digital initiative (a.k.a. project, program)…  
has a substantial design and planning component. 
has an appropriate level of staffing with necessary 
expertise to achieve its objectives. 
follows best practices for project management. 
has an evaluation component. 
markets itself and broadly disseminates information 
about the initiative's process and outcomes. 
considers the entire lifecycle of the digital collection and 
associated services. 
A Framework of Guidance for Building Good Digital Collections, NISO. 
Bazinga! 




Embracing Risk, Redundancy 
and Community 
Insuring Digital Collections 
Three possible strategies 
Actual value 
Replacement value 
Self-Insure 
 
Start by identifying risks 
Organizational Risks 
Content Risks 
Infrastructure Risks 
Preservation Storage ca.1997 
Local hardware and portable media 
Preservation Storage ca. 2005 
Networked systems and servers 
Preservation Storage ca. 2013 
Cloud storage providers and consortiums 
Bit-level, Content, and Format 
Preservation 
Store 
Fixity checks 
Refresh 
Migrate 
LC’s Sustainability Formats 
Emulate 
mimeTypes 
DROID, Pronom, Global Digital Format Registry 
Encapsulation 
Preserve the Technology 
Digital Forensics 
“3-3-3” Strategy 
 
Back-up ≠Preservation 
Back-up ≠Preservation 
Back-up ≠Preservation 
Back-up ≠Preservation 
Back-up ≠Preservation 
Back-up ≠Preservation 
Back-up ≠Preservation 
Sustainability 
  
“Ensuring that valuable digital assets will be 
available for future use is not simply a matter of 
finding sufficient funds.  
  
It is about mobilizing resources—human, 
technical, and financial—across a spectrum of 
stakeholders diffuse over both space and 
time…” 
Sustainable Economics for a Digital Planet. URL: http://brtf.sdsc.edu/biblio/BRTF_Final_Report.pdf 
Trustworthy Repositories Audit & 
Certification: Criteria and 
Checklist 
Builds on Open Archival 
Information System (OAIS) 
reference model 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ISO/DIS 16363 
Formalizes TRAC into a 
Standard 
 
 
Trustworthy Digital Repositories Audit & Certification (TRAC), CRL. 
 
Preservation Infrastructure Strategies 
Document activities 
Maintain and grow skill sets 
and knowledge bases 
Policies, Policies, Policies 
Planning, Planning, 
Planning… 
Saving for a “Rainy Day” 
 
Redundancy within 
systems 
Mirrored sites 
Disaster recovery planning 
Back-up strategies 
Diversify funding sources 
 
“But we won’t complain. You ought 
to have seen how it looked in the 
rain…” Robert Frost 
First Steps to Take…  
“Sheldon-ize”  
• Adopt the 3-3-3 Rule 
• 3 copies on 3 media types in 3 different 
locations  
• Ensure quality and authenticity 
• Document the Work and 
YOUR Actions 
• Anticipate future uses 
• Manage rights 
Thank you! 
Jessica Branco Colati 
jcolati@wpi.edu 
Digital Initiatives Librarian 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
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